Carcinoma of the external auditory canal.
Carcinoma of the external auditory canal is one of the most inaccessible areas of the body. It is a rare malignant neoplasm with an aggressive nature and an overall poor prognosis. In a ten year period, 16 patients were treated in King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital. From TNM staging proposed by the University of Pittsburgh, the authors found T1 = 1, T2 = 6, T3 = 5, T4 = 4 cases. In 14 patients who were operated on (radical mastoidectomy in 8, lateral temporal bone resection in 5, sleeve resection in 1), 7 had cured (50%), 7 were recurrence. 6 cases of recurrence developed in patients with radical mastoidectomy, 1 case with lateral temporal bone resection. The overall cure rate in stage I-II = 85.71% (6/7) but only 11.11% (1/9) in the advanced stages (III-IV). The present data suggest that in early cancer (stage I-II) the lateral temporal bone resection with postoperative radiation is better than radical mastoidectomy with postoperative radiation.